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PART A: Vocabulary

Directions: Choose the word or the phrase (1), (2), (3), or (4) that best completes each sentence.
Then mark the answer on your auswer sheet.

1- Tt had not raincd on the prairie for several months. Becausc of the drought, the climate
had become very ——-—--—--- .
1) unstcady 2) rigid 3) intcnse 4) arid

2-  Deserted for six months, the property began o look more like a jungle and less like a
residence—weed grew ------—-- in the front yard.
1) unchecked 2) unjustilicd 3) complicated 4) scanly

3-  Can you please ———-----— this last part of the lesson for me; 1’'m not sure [ understood.
1) recapitulate 2) identily 3) postulate 4) recount

4-  (erry’s dissatisfaction with our work was --—---—--- in his expression, although he never
criticized us directly.
1) vulnerable 2) bright 3) implicit 4) humble

5-  The world’s coal, oil and gas ---—------- arc finite; onc day they will run out, so think now
about what you can do to consume less.
1) appliances 2) deposils 3y relics 4) amenitics

6- You are recommended to use mnemonics to help vou -----—---—- important items of
information.
1) enumerate 2) expose 3) recall 4) withdraw

7-  The lifespan of a mayfly is -----—----- , lasting from a few hours to a couple of days.
1) imprecise 2) cphemeral 3) superficial 4) swift

8-  His words to the press were deliberately -------------; he didn’t deny the reports but
neither did he confirm them.
[') mutual 2) essential 3) dogmatic 4) equivocal

9-  Hundreds of people had come to see a popular satire, but during the performance a fire
started in the theater, and the audience and actors had to --—-—-——-- the building
immediately.
1) expel 2) evacuate 3) disperse 4) detach

10- Computers have helped solve some of the mathematical --------— which have puzeled
man for many centuries.
1) conundrums 2) caprices 3) artifacts 4) chronologies
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PART B: Cloze Test

Directions: Read the following passage and decide which choice (1), (2), (3), or (4} best fits each
space. Then mark the answer an your answer sheet.

When Newton arrived at Cambridge. the Scientific Revolution of the 17th century was
alrcady in [ull force. The heliocentric view of the universe—theorized by astronomers
Nicolaus Copernicus and Johannes Kepler, (11) ---------- refined by Galileo  was well
known in most European academic circles.

’hilosopher René Descartes had begun to formulate a new concept of nature

{(12) -=mmmmm-- an intricate, impersonal and inert machine. (13} ---------- . like most
universities in Europe, Cambridge was steeped (14) ---------- Aristotelian philosophy
and a view of nature resting on a geocentric view of the universe, {15) ---------- with

nature in qualitative rather than quantitative terms.

11- 1) and was later 2) and later 3) later was 4) which was later
12- 1) like 2) such as 3)as 4) the samc

13- 1) Although 2) As though 3) Because 4y Yel

14- 1)in 2) lor 3) with 4)of

15- 1) dealt 2) dealing 3) by dealing 4) and was dealt

PART C: Reading Comprehension

Directions: Read the following three passages and answer the questions by choosing the best
choice (1), (2), (3}, or (4). Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

PASSAGE I:

Houscwrap (or housce wrap). also known by the genericized trademark homewrap (or
home wrap), gencrally denoles a synthetic material used 1o proteet buildings,
ITousewrap functions as a weather-resistant barricer, preventing rain [rom geiting inio
the wall assembly while allowing water vapor to pass to the exterior. [f meisture from
either direction is allowed to build up within stud or cavity walls. mold and rot can set
in and fiberglass or cellulose insulation will lose its R-value due to heat-conducting
moisture. House wrap may also serve as an air barrier if it 1s sealed carefully at seams.
lHousewrap is a replacement for the older asphalt-treated paper. or asphalt saturated
felt. 'l hese materials are all lighter in weight and vsually wider than asphalt designs, so
contractors can apply the material much faster to a house shell. Housewrap must be
both water shedding and have a high moisture vapor transmission rate (MVTR) to be
effective. It must also take handling abuse during installation and be resistant to UV,
Housewrap is often left exposed for some time after construction, awaiting exterior
siding installation. The original asphalt paper design, while heavy and slow (o install,
is still a contender. It can be nailed and abused during installation and still funetion.
Some new designs must be installed carclully or they will slightly rip or tcar during
installation, possibly allowing lor water infiltration at the damaged arcas. Mosl newer
designs do not “seal” well against nails or staples like asphalt products. 1lousewrap is
installed over the sheathing and behind the exterior siding. Siding can be vinyl. wood
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(i.c., cedar) shingles or shakes, brick lacade, or numcerous other acceptable building
matcrials. In all cascs, the housewrap is the last line ol defense in stopping incoming
water or exterior water condensation from getting into gtud walls.

It may be understood from the passage that housewrap will not function if it is ----—----—--- :
1) developed as a genericized synthetic

2) nailed and abused during installation

3) used to give service as an air barrier

4} designed with wood shingles or shakes

We understand from the passage that housewrap ------——-—-- §

1) is unable to resist exterior water condensation

2} 1s, in [actl, developed out of cellulose insulation

3) heat-conducting moisture is an index ol R-valuc

4) and asphalt saturated lelt have similar functions

All of the following about the honsewrap are correct EXCEPT that —-cecemeeee—,
1) it is heavy and slow to install

2) its siding can be vinyl or brick lacade

3) it allows water vapor to pass to the exterior

4} it is installed over the sheathing

We can conclude from the passage that -——-----—--—-- 2

1} low-MVR " housewrap is rather ineffective

2) new designs do not ‘seal” well against nails

3) mold and rot can easily set inside fiberglass

4) house shells today often have asphalt designs

The word ‘stud wall’ in the passage (underlined) best refers to a kind of wall which is
partly built of ---—----—-—- ;

1) *stonce’ 2) ‘rubber’ 3) ‘plaster’ 4) ‘metal

PASSAGE 2;

Faux painting or laux [inishing ar¢ (crms used (o describe decorative paint [inishes that
replicate the appearance ol matcrials such as marble, wood or stonc. In the latc 1980s
and carly 1990s, faux [inishing saw another major revival, as wallpaper began Lo [all
oul ol fashion, Al this peinl, fQux painting became exiremely popular in home
environments, with high-end homes leading the trend. While it can be quite expensive
to hire a professional faux finisher ($80.00/hr,), many faux painting methods are
thought to be simple enough for a beginning home owner to create with a little
instruction. Some, however, fail to take important details like comers into
consideration and end up with a do-it-vourselt looking job. Some professionally
applied finishes in the high-end, Bay-Area homes of northern California, for example,
were as simple as oil glaze/oil-based paint/penetrol or as complicated as applications
with peacock feathers and 4 different colors applied using 4 different techniques.
People are attracted to the simplicity of changing a faux finish, because it can be easily
painted over comparced with the trouble ol removing wallpaper. Trouble with removing
wallpaper comes when people who have no {ormal (raining do not [ollow proper
proccdurcs during preparation such as priming with an oil-bascd primcr., then
(ollowing that with another product which makes the paper come olT relatively casy. In
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modern-day laux linishing, there are two major malerials/processes used. Glaze work
invalves using a translucent mixture ol paint and glazc applicd with a brush, roller,
rag. or sponge. and often mimics textures, but it is always smooth to the touch. Plaster
work can he done with tinted plasters, or washed over with earth pigments, and is
generally applied with a trowel or gpatula. 'I'he finished result can be either flat to the
touch or textured.

It is stated in the passage that faux finishing could be both extremely simple and
unbelievably complicated in ------—-----—- :

1) some translucent mixtures of paint

2) most do-it-vourself looking jobs

3) the Bay Area of Northern California

4) both glazc/oll and paint/penctrol

The passage points to the faet that faux painting methods ---—--—-—---- i

1) olien demand a prolessional faux (inisher

2) nced no proper procedures o be lollowed

3) were invented in the late 1980s and 19905

4) do not generally take a professional painter

‘Modern-day faux finishing material /process: description’ is correct in all the following
EXCEPT --------—--- :

1) glaze work: it is always smooth to the touch

2) plaster work: it is either flat to the touch or textured

3) glaze work: it 1s applied with a roller, rag, or sponge

4) plaster work: it is often painted over for beauty

The passage mentions that priming with an oil-based primer is necessary in ------—----—- A

1) replicating materials 2) removing wall paper

3) applving finishes 4) changing a faux finish

The word ‘spatula’ in the passage (underlined) is best related to a -—----—-—--,
1) *kitchen’ 2) "garden’ 3) "bascment’ 4) ‘rool”
PASSAGE 3:

Drywall (also known as plasierboard. wallboard. sheet rock, gypsum board. busicr
board. cusiard board, or gypsum pancl) is a pancl made ol calcium sullate dihvdraic
{gypsum}, with or withoul additives, typically extruded between thick sheets of lacer
and backer paper, uscd in the construction of Interior walls and ccilings. The plasier is
mixed with fber (typically paper, lberglass, asbestos, or a combination of ihese
maierials), plasticizer, foaming agent, and various additives that can reduce mildew,
flammability. and water absorption. In the mid-20th century, drywall construction
became prevalent in North America as a time and labor saving alternative to traditional
lath and plaster. A wallboard panel consists of a layver of gypsum plaster sandwiched
between two lavers of paper. The raw gypsum is heated to drive off the water then
slightly rehvdrated to produce the hemihydrate of calcium sulfate. The plaster 1s mixed
with fibre (typically paper and/or fibreglass), plasticizer, foaming agent, finely ground
evpsum crystal as an accelerator, EDTA, starch or other chelate as a retarder, various
additives that may deercase mildew and incrcasc [ire resistance, and wax cmulsion or
silancs [or lower waler absorption. The board is then lormed by sandwiching a core ol
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the wel mixture between two shecets of heavy paper or [ibreglass mats, When the core
scts il is then dried in a large drying chamber, and the sandwich becomes rigid and
strong enough for use as a building material. Drying chambers typically use natural
gas today. To dry 1 MSI {93 m2) of wallboard, between 1.750.000 and 2.490,000
BTU is required. Organic dispersants/plasticisers are used so the slurry will flow
during manufacture, and to reduce the water and hence the drying time.

26- The passage points to the fact that sheet rock ----—--—--——--,
1} is a more recent material than lath and plaster
2) has much more plasticiser than foaming agent
3) is a kind of gypsum panel made of wallboard
43 has thick sheets and backer paper on the inside
27-  ‘Thc plaster’ mentioned in the passage (underlined) has all the following in it EXCEPT
1) "wax cmulsion’ 2) 'EDTA or starch’
3) ‘graincd cement’ 4) *foaming agent’
28-  All of the following about a buster board are correct according to the passage EXCEPT
that it is —-—-—--mm—- :
1) sometimes made with no additives
2) a mixture of paper and fiberglass
3) used in the construction of ceilings
4y made of calcium sulfate dihydrate
29- Tt is stated in the passage that in the process of making custard board --—---—--——-—-,
1) silanes absorb the water
2) paper is mixed with fiber glass mats
3) at least 1 MSF of wallboard is required
4 organic dispersants are used
30- The word *‘mildew’ in the passage (undcerlined) is most typically coloured --—--—--—-—,
1) *pink’ 2) ‘red’ 3) *while’ 4) *black’
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