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PART A: Vocabulary

Directions: Choose the word or phrase (1), (2), (3), or (4) that best completes each
sentence. Then mark the answer on your answer sheet.

One theory holds that humans became highly .................... because evolution selected
those of our forefathers who were especially good at solving problems.

1) successive 2) concerned 3) passionate 4) intelligent

Is it true that the greenhouse .................... , the feared heating of the earth’s atmosphere
by burning coal and oil, is just another false alarm?

1) effect 2) energy 3) force 4) warmth

In most people, the charitable and .................... motives operate in some reasonable
kind of balance.

1) obvious 2) high 3) selfish 4) prime

Whatever the immediate .................... of the Nigerian-led intervention, West African
diplomats said the long-term impact of recent events in Sierra Leone would be disastrous.

1) reciprocity 2) outcome 3) reversal 4) meditation

The last thing I would wish to do is to .................... a sense of ill will, deception or
animosity in an otherwise idyllic environment.

1) postpone 2) accuse 3) foster 4) divest

While the movie offers unsurpassed action, ........ccccceuueee. script makes this the least of
the three “Die Hards.”

1) an auspicious 2) a stirring 3) an edifying 4) a feeble

Relations between Communist China and the Soviet Union have unfortunately begun to
.................... again after a period of relative restraint in their ideological quarrel. We
can only hope that common sense prevails again.

1) ameliorate 2) deteriorate 3) solemnize 4) petrify

PART B: Cloze Test

Before the 1970s, the Olympic Games were officially limited to competitors with amateur
status, but in the 1980s, many events .................... (8) to professional athletes.
Currently, the Games are open to all, even the top professional athletes in basketball and
football. The ancient Olympic Games included several of the sports ................... (9) of
the Summer Games program, which at times has included events in as many as 32
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different sports. In 1924, the Winter Games were sanctioned for winter sports.
.................... (10) regarded as the world’s foremost sports competition.

1) to be opened 2) that were opening

3) were opened 4) opening

1) that are now part 2) which now being part
3) now are parts 4) had now been parts

1) The Olympic Games came to have been
2) The Olympic Games have come to be
3) The fact is the Olympic Games to be

4) That the Olympic Games have been

PART C: Reading Comprehension

PASSAGE 1:

The flourishing of geometry and mathematics in the Islamic periods of Persia is found
roughly between the tenth and eighteenth centuries. The Persians contributed to the
flowering of knowledge in Abbasid Baghdad. Because of their background in art and
architecture, Persians became very influential in lands governed by Islamic rulers. The
Seljuk period exemplifies material exploration through geometry; brick structures
demonstrate the dominance of geometric knowledge applied to construction at various
scales, from ornaments to domes. Seljuk architecture showcased some of the purest and
most sophisticated forms of geometric design. The Friday mosque of Isfahan is one of
the most elegant monuments of this period. The monochromatic brick that was the
dominant building material prior to the thirteenth century urged architects-engineers of
the time to conceive highly elaborate and sophisticated geometric forms to enliven their
architecture. These designs were later widely used in Iran and Central Asia. The
Timurids’ use of geometric patterns has been handed down to us through rare extant
scroll drawings. Geometric interlocking patterns, such as girih (Persian, ‘knot’,
geometric lines that form an interlaced strapwork), were widely used as a geometric
grammar to order forms of two- and three-dimensional ornaments in domed spaces.

The underlined word “contributed” in the passage is closest in meaning to .................. .
1) witnessed 2) admired 3) started 4) assisted

The underlined word “their” in the passage refers to .........ccceevvennes .

1) Islamic rulers 2) Persians

3) art and architecture 4) people in Abbasid Baghdad

All of the following phrases are mentioned in the passage EXCEPT ..................... .
1) material exploration 2) geometric design

3) geometric architecture 4) domed spaces

According to the passage, girilt ..........ccccuu..... .
1) was utilized in domed spaces

2) was invented by the Timurids

3) referred to any kind of interlocking pattern
4) was widely used after the 18" century
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According to the passage, which of the following statements is true?

1) The Friday Mosque of Isfahan stands as one of the most striking architectural
achievements of the Seljuk period.

2) The prevalence of monochromatic brick as a building material in the 13" century
helped architects to add visual interest to their structures.

3) The Seljuk’s use of geometric patterns has been preserved through a limited number
of surviving scroll drawings.

4) Brick structures during the Timurid period showcase the mastery of geometric
principles in construction, and are indicative of the influence of European architecture.

PASSAGE 2:

In Notes on the Synthesis of Form Christopher Alexander, a leading design theorist in
the 1960s and throughout the 1980s, distinguishes between ‘self-conscious design,” as
practiced in the modern era by professional designers, and ‘unself-conscious design,’
which was practiced by people who conceived buildings and other needed structures
mainly before design became a formal professional activity in its own right. Unself-
conscious design is responsible, well into the modern era, for what is referred to as
traditional, vernacular or indigenous architecture, and is highly localized. In The
Appearance of the Form John Habraken recounts how, in the twentieth century, a
house was built for a priest in a small Dutch village. The carpenter who was charged
with constructing it received the following instruction: “...the priest needed, unlike
other folk, a room to study and receive visitors.” This was all the information he
needed; as for the rest, the carpenter had a very precise mental model of a house in that
community, to which he merely had to add the extra room. The mental model
addresses the “style’ of the building as well as all other design issues such as the size,
the room layout, building materials, and so on. In vernacular architecture, buildings of
the same type resemble each other; examples of the past are followed, and there is no
drive to change anything unless it is absolutely necessary. The beauty of such
architecture comes from its perfect adaptation to its surroundings and its function.

The underlined word “leading” in the passage is closest in meaning to ..................... .
1) prolific 2) academic 3) pioneering 4) avant-garde
According to the passage, Notes on the Synthesis of Form ..................... R

1) was written in the 2" half of the 19" century

2) inspired a second book on the same subject known as The Appearance of the Form

3) proved that self-conscious design was followed by unself-conscious design

4) showed that self-conscious design emerged with professional designers entering the scene

Which of the following best shows the structure of the passage?

1) A two-part classification is introduced and one of its parts is elaborated on.

2) A classification is mentioned and its different parts are explained by exemplification.

3) A distinction is explained with reference to a book, and another book is mentioned
to explain an unrelated distinction.

4) Two books proposing two competing theories in architecture are introduced.

Which of the following techniques is NOT used in the passage?

1) Classification 2) Statistics

3) Exemplification 4) Appeal to authority
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The passage provides sufficient information to answer which of the following questions?

I. In which year was The Appearance of the Form by John Habraken published?

I1. Would it be true to claim that the beauty of vernacular architecture results from its
seamless integration with its environment and its purpose?

I11. Was the carpenter, mentioned in the passage, a self-conscious designer?

l)Iand I 2) Only 111 3)Only 1 4) Il and III

PASSAGE 3:

The ultramodern architecture bubble has burst. [1] Today, in much of the world, new public
buildings are no longer designed by the ‘starchitects’ who dominated in the late 1990s and
2000s, including Zaha Hadid, Herzog & de Meuron, Rem Koolhaas and Frank Gehry.
Cities are no longer filling with vaulting, flowing, gooey, non-orthogonal buildings
engineered through advanced computing power. Architecture has been hit by a new
sobriety.

The reaction against ultramodern architecture arrived slowly at first, but accelerated
with the financial crash of 2008, as the world economy and many political systems
became increasingly unsteady. Amid this apparent chaos, the stability of neoclassical
architecture was advocated from the very top. [2] In 2020, the president of the United
States signed an executive order advocating ‘classical’ architecture, including ‘beautiful’
traditional styles such as Greek Revival, Gothic, Georgian and neoclassical. [3] This
followed the British Conservative government appointing the late philosopher Roger
Scruton to head a 2018 commission ensuring that new housing would be “built beautiful’,
which Scruton made clear meant ‘traditional’.

Even earlier, in 2014, the Chinese president Xi Jinping issued an edict demanding an
end to ‘weird architecture’ in China — likely a reference to buildings such as Guangzhou’s
curvaceous Opera House (designed by Hadid), the gravity-defying cantilevers of Beijing’s
CCTYV headquarters (by Koolhaas’‘OMA) or the nearby ‘bird’s nest’ Olympic Stadium (by
Herzog & de Meuron and Ai Weiwei). Also in Beijing, the traditional alleyways known as
‘hutongs’, many of which were swept away by the Olympics in 2008, have been carefully
restored over the past few years as tourist attractions. [4]

What does the writer mean by “architecture has been hit by a new sobriety” in paragraph 1?

1) Architecture is no longer viable as an academic discipline.

2) There is a tendency towards a more traditional style.

3) Architecture as a practical discipline reached a cul-de-sac.

4) Architects produced more prestigious projects on the international level.

According to paragraph 2, which of the following is NOT true about Roger Scruton?

1) He is no longer alive.

2) He had a traditional taste in architecture.

3) He was a philosopher-turned-architect.

4) His appointment preceded the US president’s executive order.

According to the passage, which of the following statements is true?

1) The restoration of historic alleyways, which were once in danger of being lost,
began in preparation for the Olympics in China.

2) After 2014, China undertook the restoration of its traditional alleys, known as
“hutongs™, in an effort to entice more tourists to visit the country.

3) After the 2008 Summer Olympics, the iconic “Bird’s Nest” stadium in Beijing was
demolished to make way for building traditional alleys.

4) The British Conservative government’s decision to ensure that new housing would
be built in a traditional way paved the way for similar trends to start in the United
States and China.
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24- Which of the following statements can best be inferred from the passage?

1) The propensity towards a more conservative view of architecture was initially
sparked by a financial crash in the early 21% century.

2) Because of the innate characteristics of the traditional school of architecture, it is
next to impossible for an architect, associated with this school, to reach stardom.

3) Zaha Hadid, Herzog & de Meuron and Rem Koolhaas were not engaged in any kind
of architectural project around the world after the change in architectural taste
mentioned.

4) Prior to 2014, ultramodern architecture had made its mark in China, though the
Chinese president was not necessarily referring to the buildings designed by Hadid
and Koolhaas.

25- In which position marked by [1], [2], [3] or [4], can the following sentence best be
inserted in the passage?

And in the European Union, particularly Germany and Poland, projects of historical

reconstruction — the kind that, in a previous decade, might have involved ultramodern

non-orthogonal CGI-optimized arts centers — now feature new traditional-style buildings
with gables and pitched roofs, set along winding lanes.

D[] 2) 2] 3) 3] 4) [4]
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